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Biotechnology has transformed several 
fields like medicine, agriculture, and 
environmental sciences by promoting 

advancements at the molecular level. Many of 
these developments rely on DNA, RNA, or amino 
acid sequences, which are key components of 
new biotechnological drugs, genetically modified 
organisms, and diagnostic tools. To protect these 
biotechnological inventions, sequence listings 
must be included in patent applications as they 
are an essential component thereof.

The sequence listings provide a standardized 
way to disclose biological sequences, which 
is important for patent examination, public 
disclosure, and the future development of 
related technologies. 

On July 1, 2022, the World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO) introduced Standard ST.26, 
a new standard for sequence listings that 
replaced the previous ST.25. This new standard 
brings significant changes to how sequence 

Key factors for WIPO 
ST.26 adoption at the 
Mexican Patent Office

Rommy Morales, Sergio 
Olivares, Daniel Sánchez, 
and Jorge Juarez 
of OLIVARES introduce  
the changes set out in 
WIPO Standard ST.26, 
including new rules for 
representing amino acids 
and nucleotides and the 
need for applicants to 
adjust in preparing and 
submitting patent 
applications.
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